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Restoration Project Completed

In Fall 2024, Sadsbury Township collaborated 
with  landowners adjacent to Newport Road 
to restore approximately 240 linear feet 
of stream channel along a severely eroded 
and unstable tributary to Williams Run. This 
project reduces sediment discharge into 
the greater East Branch Octoraro Creek 
Watershed by nearly 11,000 pounds per year.  

With Lancaster County ARPA funding  
support, Sadsbury Township was able to 
complete this water quality improvement 
project as required by the Township’s 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) Permit. Sadsbury Township worked 
with LandStudies, Inc. and Flyway  
Excavating Inc. on the construction  
of this restoration project. 

The Township will continue to partner  
with LandStudies, Inc. to monitor and  
maintain the restoration site as native  
plants establish in this area over the  
next several growing seasons.

What is Streambank Stabilization?

Streambank stabilization involves grading 
existing, eroding streambanks to create a low, 
flat, floodplain bench on both sides of the 
stream. Streambank stabilization practices 
include native vegetation establishment. A 
streambank stabilization project provides 
increased floodplain capacity and creates a 
larger functional floodplain-wetland system  
that provides significant water quality 
benefits and fosters crucial wildlife habitat.

Purpose
The Williams Run Tributary Streambank 
Stabilization Project was implemented to improve 
water quality, provide flood management, 
and restore native habitat in the East Branch 
Octoraro Creek Watershed, other downstream 
waters, and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay.  

As part of the Township’s MS4 Permit, it is 
required to implement Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) to reduce pollution discharge to 
the waterways. This restoration project is a BMP 
that achieves significant sediment and nutrient 
reductions that fulfill MS4 permit requirements.   
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